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ABSTRACT

Undoubtedly, one of the important and influential factors in a clear
understanding of the epistemological boundaries between pure Islam and
syncretic thoughts resulting from the incomplete fusion of Western
epistemology and religious discourse, is a correct understanding of the
concept of intellectualism. These epistemological boundaries delineate the
most significant strategic lines between correct and incorrect religious
intellectualism. However, attention to the issue of modern intellectualism
and its danger to religion should not deter us from considering reprehensible
traditionalism and dogmatism. To the same extent that modern approaches
to religion, epistemologically, without preserving its fixed principles and
foundations, and in fact without insight, have jeopardized Islamic beliefs.
The dogmatic approach and the proponent of ignorant religiosity, in contrast
to rational religiosity, threaten the rational, Velayat-based discourse of
Shi'ism. We believe that both modern religious intellectuals and dogmatists
are two sides of the same coin, stemming from the quagmire of syncretism,
who epistemologically cannot possess religious insight. Intellectual dissent
is the syncretism of religion with modern beliefs in the name of innovation,
and dogmatism is the syncretism of religion with its own inertia and selfish
dogmas in the name of devotion and submission. Religious intellectualism,
epistemologically, can only avoid jeopardizing religious beliefs and society
if it is accompanied by insight. A society that possesses the necessary insight
not only sees the truth and recognizes falsehood in its various guises but also
actively supports the truth and obeys the leaders of truth. Such a society and
people deal honestly with divine leaders and, in turn, are trusted by them in
difficulties and problems and do not fall into the trap of enemies.
Strengthening insight necessitated that we research and examine the
comprehensive and constructive guidelines of the Quran and the Ahl al-Bayt
(AS) using an analytical-descriptive method and relying on library resources.
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